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July 29: Army Chaplain Corps Anniversary 
By: Chaplain (Major) Benjamin F. Ellington 

Plans and Operations Chaplain 
USACC Army Cadet Command 

 
General George Washington, as he battled the British in the summer of 1775, wanted providence on his 
side and his troops needed to be above reproach.  His solution to this problem was chaplains amongst 
his ranks.  Thus the Continental Congress established the Chaplains Corps as a vital part of the       
Continental Army on July 29, 1775.  Since that day more than 26,000 chaplains have served in the U.S. 
Army along with thousands of what we now know as religious affairs specialist, formerly chaplain       
assistants.  In the early days of chaplains, Soldiers would often volunteer or be assigned to assist the 
chaplain.  On December 28, 1909 the religious affairs specialist role to work side-by-side with the    
chaplain was officially recognized.  Since those early days these two groups have worked together to 
form the unit ministry team or UMT assigned to units whether stateside, deployed, or out in a training 
environment.  In war or peace through every conflict and trial of our nation they have provided religious 
support and ensured the free exercise of faith across the globe. 

 
Our 244 year history includes several notable acts of service.  Nearly 300 Army chaplains have lost their 
lives in battle.  Eight members of the Chaplain Corps have been awarded the Medal of Honor.  The most 
notable act of selfless service has come to be known as the story of the Four Chaplains.  The Four 
Chaplains,  Methodist Minister George L. Fox, Jewish Rabbi Alexander D. Goode, Roman Catholic priest 
John P. Washington, and Reformed Church in America minister Clark V. Poling made the ultimate     
sacrifice to save civilian and military lives during the sinking of the troop ship USAT Dorchester in World 
War II.  The relatively new Army Chaplains, all of whom were First Lieutenants,  assisted Soldiers and 
others aboard lifeboats and gave up their own life jackets when the supply ran out.  The chaplains joined 
arms, prayed, and sang hymns on the deck of the ship as it went down.  In honor of their heroic sacrifice 
they were recognized by the 86th U.S. Congress with an award given only to them, similar to the Medal 
of Honor.  One of these awards sits in between the four classrooms named in their honor at the U.S. 
Army Chaplain Center and School. 
 
This tradition of selfless service lives on today in the form of over 30     
Chaplain Corps personnel who work to provide religious support to the    
Cadets, Cadre, and Civilian staff at Cadet Summer Training 2019 held  
at FT Knox.  These U.S. Army Reserve, National Guard, and  Active 
Component chaplains and religious affairs specialist come from coast to 
coast and in some cases all over world as they have just   returned from 
deployments.  These dedicated UMT members continue in the fine   
tradition of their predecessors, providing services in garrison and out in 
the field.  Going where the Cadets go, whether that is on a ruck march, 
land navigation course, rappel tower, or back safely in their bunks, these 
modern members of the Chaplain Corps continue the legacy of the past 
while helping train the leaders of the future.  “Pro Deo Et Patria!”, for 
God and Country!  

Chaplain Goldman and    
Cadets 

“Cadets received spiritual 
nourishment on what it 
means to work as one     

person with one heart.” 

SPOUSES: Costs associated with obtaining a state Licensure and Certification 
as a result a Permanent Change of Station (PCS) is Reimbursable!  If you    

currently hold a Certification and/or License for your career and have to re-certify in 
another state due to a PCS move, your Soldier may be eligible for reimbursement up 
to $500.  This re-imbursement is in connection with each reassignment and is      

retroactive from 12 December 2017 and will extend until 31 December 2022.  For 
more information please contact your Brigade S1 or USACC Soldier and Family  
Programs at  usarmy.knox.usacc.mesg.hq-g1-soldier-and-family-programs@mail.mil.    
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TRIVIA ?’s:  

*Be the first to email the 
correct TRIVIA answers to 

usarmy.knox.usacc.mesg.hq
-g1-soldier-and-family-
programs@mail.mil to 

receive a prize.  

1. What inscription is 
on the Purple 
Heart?  

2. What is the 
telephone number 
to the Military 
Crisis Line?  

3. July 29, 2019 
serves as what 
number anniversary 
for the Army 
Chaplain Corps?  

 

Did you know... The      
Department of Defense has 

extended the Armed      
Services YMCA program 
until March 2023!  The  

Military Outreach Initiative 
offers gym memberships 

and respite childcare     

services for qualified     
Military members and   
Families nationwide.  

Please note the application 
form is now digital and no 
longer offered through the 

Products page on the    
Military OneSource website.  
Visit the ASYMCA website 

at https://www.asymca.org/
ymca-dod-military-

outreach-initiative for the 
updated application and 

more information.    

USACC Says “Farewell”  
By: Joyce Hall and Josephine Barnes 

USACC SFP Support Coordinator/Newsletter Publisher/Editor 
USACC Army Teen Panel Representative 

 
 
 
 

This year’s Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) took place in Southbridge, Massachusetts during the 
month of June.  The Army Teen Panel (ATP) Representatives came together to consolidate identified 
areas of concern gathered throughout the past 10 months.  Topics were narrowed down to the top 5 
that were recurring then presented those topics to the 60 Youth Leadership Forum participants      
representing the Army Directorate Teen Panel (DTP).  These topics were then voted on by the ATP 
and DTP using methods and processes replicating that of the state Senate.  Through this process, the 
ATP and DTP voted that the top three issues affecting Military teens are Substance Abuse Awareness 
and Resources, Emotional Wellness and Counseling, and Job Opportunities.   
 
The ATP then had the privilege to provide a status update of issues from the previous year as well as 
present the three new Army teen issues to Senior Leadership during a briefing consisting of Brigadier 
General Mark S. Bennett, Colonel Stewart and Ms. Suzanne King.  The briefing was a success and 
Senior Leadership expressed interest and commitment to assist in forming resolutions to those issues. 
   
If you have a Military teen in their freshman or      
sophomore year of High School who may be          
interested in joining the U.S. Army Cadet Command 
(USACC) Teen Council with possible future           
appointment to the DTP or ATP,  please contact 
USACC Soldier and Family Programs by emailing 
usarmy.knox.usacc.mesg.hq-g1-soldier-and-family-
programs@mail.mil.  You 
may also call 502-624-7226 
for additional information.  

Soldier and Family Programs would like to say “Farewell” to our USACC Army Teen 
Panel (ATP) Representative, Ms. Josephine (Josie) Barnes.  In her time on the ATP, 
Josie has proven to be an inspirational and motivational leader who is dedicated to 
improving the lives of others.  Josie, we thank you for allowing us to experience your 
passion for supporting Military teens and Families.  In closing, Josie leaves us with 
the following message: 
 
“As I am transitioning into the next chapter of my life, college, I have been reflecting 
on my time as the Cadet Command Army Teen Panel Representative and as a    
Cadet Command Teen Council member.  It has been a tremendous honor to act as  
a liaison between military teens and senior Army officers.  I hope to continue serving 
Military Families and especially the young adults who are affected by their parent’s 
service.  Major General Evans has been exceptional in hearing me and helping me to   
inform service members and their Families about the Military Interstate Children’s   
Compact Commission.  He has also supported my efforts on the Army Teen Panel  
to educate senior Army officers on the top issues Military teens are facing in the 
hopes of finding solutions to make their already unpredictable lives a little easier.  Ms. Joyce Hall has 
been a wonderful mentor to me and greatly expanded my vision as to what I can do in my life and how 
I can make a difference.  Thank you to everyone who has supported me, the Cadet Command Family, 
my mom, my dad, and my brother.  I would not have had this incredible experience if not for the     
people looking out for and believing in me.” 
        Sincerely, 
        Josie Barnes  

Annual Youth Leadership Forum  
By: Joyce Hall USACC SFP Support Coordinator/Newsletter Publisher/Editor 

ATP   
Senior 
Leader 
Briefing 
During 

YLF  

ATP Behind the 
scenes preparing for 

YLF 

Mrs. Moore, 
Chief SFP    
presenting 

Josie Barnes 
with a         

Certificate of 
Recognition 

mailto:usarmy.knox.usacc.mesg.hq-g1-soldier-and-family-programs@mail.mil
mailto:usarmy.knox.usacc.mesg.hq-g1-soldier-and-family-programs@mail.mil
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PARENTS HAVE QUESTIONS 
And We Have Resources 

By: Judy Glennon, MCEC Program Manager, Parent Initiatives 
ON THE MOVE, Volume 13, Issue 1 

 
When we brought home our first child from the hospital, we were given diaper and formula samples and some coupons.  I had an  
appointment for my first well-baby check-up.  I had read What to Expect When You’re Expecting and had bought a copy of What to 
Expect the First Year.  That was the easy part.  No one gave me a book or outline for educating my child.  What about day care when 
I went back to work?  What about pre-school?  Public or private school?  The list went on and on.  Well, that was 30 years ago.  There 
weren’t as many choices and there weren’t as many resources, either.  For military-connected families especially, the questions and 
challenges can seem mind boggling.   
 

The Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) Parent Initiatives offer a range of programs for military-connected parents as they   
support their children’s educational journeys.  You’ve got questions….we have resources and experience.  Parents assigned to a 
highly-mobile military installation may have heard of MCEC Parent to Parent™ community based teams.  They are teams of profes-
sionally trained military-connected parents who offer workshops for parents across all ages, birth through high school.  The workshops 
cover a range of topics from baby sign language to the college application and scholarship process and more than 75 individual   
workshop topics in between.  MCEC Parent to Parent teams work with schools, libraries, churches and other organizations that have 
a military parent clientele.  They bring research-informed workshops and resources to parents using adult learning theory and       
activities designed to help attendees increase their knowledge and develop skills to better advocate for their children.  With nearly a 
quarter-million attendees since the program began in 2006, the MCEC Parent to Parent program is a great source for parents to turn 
to for information and resources. 
 

Not every community has the resources to support a local community-based Parent to Parent team, but that doesn’t mean they don’t 
need the support or access to the great workshops and information.  To meet this need, MCEC moved to digital program delivery by 
offering MCEC Parent Webinar in 2015.  The webinar team is comprised of MCEC Certified Master Parent Educators who have years 
of experience working with the MCEC Parent to Parent program and are all military-connected parents themselves.  Through the 
weekly “Webinar Wednesday” online workshops, parents from all over the world can come together around a topic, hear information 
about the latest research and best practices from the webinar team, guest hosts and Subject Matter Experts and get answers to their 
questions in real time, regardless of where they live.  Each webinar includes access to downloadable resources and links to the latest 
information available on each topic, and is recorded then posted on the MCEC website. 
 

In 2018, MCEC took yet another step forward into digital programming by launching a parent-
focused podcast series, For the Sake of the Child.  The podcast series is available on a   
number of platforms and a new episode is released every Thursday.  The overall theme of 

the podcast series is to have shared stories and resources…not just hard facts, but stories 
from and about our amazing  military-connected kids who are living lives filled with challenges 
and possibilities.  Through coalition partners, MCEC is able to offer conversations with an 

almost boundless group of notable and interesting individuals who share a heart for military 
children and families.  You will hear about the latest initiative from the College Board, what is 
happening with the Exceptional Family Member Program, Dr. Jill Biden and the Biden    

Foundation work for families of the National Guard and Reserve, just to name a few.        
Subscribers to the MCEC podcast series also get access to special presentations outside the 
regular Thursday schedule. 

MILITARY CHILD EDUCATION COALITION 
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National Purple Heart Day 

By: Josh Rodarte 
https://www.ourmilitary.com/national-purple-heart-day/ 

 

 
The Purple Heart is a United States military decoration to honor those who have been wounded or killed in action.  It is among the  
highest honors available for those who serve in wartime or in combat against U.S. enemies.  It was originally established in 1782 as the 
“Badge of Military Merit” by General George Washington, making it the nation’s oldest and most well-known military award.  Washing-
ton wrote at the time of its creation, “The road to glory in a patriot army and a free country is thus open to all. This order [the Purple 
Heart] is also to have retrospect to the earliest stages of war, and to be considered as a permanent one.” 
 
Only three Soldiers received the original honor badge: Sergeant Daniel Bissell of the 2d Connecticut Regiment of the Continental Line, 
Sergeant William Brown of the 5th Connecticut Regiment of the Continental Line, and Sergeant Elijah Churchill of the 2d Continental 
Dragoons.  The medal was not awarded again until it was re-established as the Purple Heart award on February 22, 1932 — the 200th 
anniversary of George Washington’s birth. 
 
The medal is a purple heart bordered in bronze that displays the profile of Washington in his Continental Army uniform.  It also includes 
Washington’s family coat of arms and a heart on the back with the inscription “FOR MILITARY MERIT.”  It comes attached to a piece of 
purple silk with a silver border. 
 
Army regulations stated that the Purple Heart was only to be awarded after a “singularly meritorious act of extraordinary fidelity service” 
in which the service member was wounded in combat by a person(s) hostile to the United States.  In December 1942, President  
Franklin D. Roosevelt extended the Purple Heart beyond the Army and to the other branches of military service.  Today, the Purple 
Heart is also given to military personnel who display valor as prisoners of war or while fighting certain types of domestic terrorists.  It is 
estimated that around 1.8 million Purple Hearts have been awarded. 
 
August 7th is National Purple Heart Day, recognized as an unofficial observance that is dedicated to warriors who have received this 
symbol of bravery.  States, counties, and cities pause in recognition of their sacrifice, while sports and entertainment entities pay    
homage with ceremonies and words of respect.  If nothing else — take a moment to recognize the incredible courage and sense of 
duty that these heroes have exhibited in defending our nation. Their actions are forever immortalized, in our memories and in the    
purple badges on their chests. 

PURPLE HEART BENEFIT RESOURCES 
 

https://militarybenefits.info/purple-heart-benefits/ 

https://purpleheartfoundation.org/about-us/ 

https://tricare.mil/LifeEvents/InjuredonAD/Resources 
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Kids out of school? Need ideas for this summer?  

Check out these free (or cheap) resources.   

Registered kids receive 2 free games of 
bowling each day of the KBF Program all 

summer long, valued at over $500 per 
child!   

 
Select bowling centers and schools around the country are 
participating in the first ever Kids Bowl Free program.  This 
program is designed by bowling centers to give back to the 
community and provide a safe, secure, and fun way for kids 

to spend time this summer.  Children meeting the age    
guidelines set by participating bowling centers are eligible to 
register for 2 free games each day of the KBF program, all 
summer long, courtesy of the participating bowling centers 

along with the schools and organizations.  

Summer Movies 
 

Movie theaters across the country offer free 
(or cheap) summer movies for kids and their 
Families on select weekdays.  Some larger 
chains offering a summer movie program 
are AMC Theaters, Cinemark and Regal, 

but it’s worth searching for your local      
theaters. 

 
https://www.amctheatres.com/

summer-movie-camp 
 

https://www.cinemark.com/
summer-movie-clubhouse 

 
https://www.regmovies.com/

static/en/us/promotions/
summer-movie-express 

  

Home Depot Building Workshops 
 

Visit the Home Depot website to register for free 
kids’ building workshops offered on select       

Saturdays.  Workshops are for ages 5-12 and kids 
who attend get to make their own wooden project 
and take home a certificate of completion, apron 

and commemorative pin.  
 

https://www.homedepot.com/
workshops/#change_store 

  



Additional Resources 
Give an Hour 

https://giveanhour.org/get-help/#providerSearch 

 

Be There: Peer to Peer Support and Call Center  

https://www.betherepeersupport.org/ 
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Resource Bag 
 Brigade Contacts 

     1st BDE: 502-624-1448 
     2ndBDE: 609-562-5164 
     3rd BDE: 847-668-3328 (ext. 110) 
     4th BDE: 910-396-9620 
     5th BDE: 210-295-0861 
     6th BDE: 912-315-4613 
     7th BDE: 502-624-2473 
     8th BDE: 253-926-1581 
 

CCHQs: Division Chief                            502-624-5297 

CCHQs: Drug Testing Coordinator                  502-624-7219 

CCHQs: SFP Human Resource Assistant                       502-624-1601   

CCHQs: SFP Support Coordinator                          502-624-7226 

CCHQs: SFP Support Coordinator                          502-624-6238 

CCHQs: SFP Support Coordinator                         502-624-6239 

*Disclaimer:   

Reference herein to any specific commercial products, process, or service by trade name, 

trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not constitute or imply its endorsement, 

recommendation, or favoring by the United States government. The views and opinions of 

authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States 

government, and shall not be used for advertising or product endorsement purposes. The 

appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute endorsement by the United States 

government. 

 
https://

www.militaryonesource.mil/
health-wellness 

 
https://

www.militarychild.org/ 
 

https://www.today.com/
parents/free-or-cheap-

summer-vacation-activities-
kids-t129227 

 
https://www.asymca.org/

ymca-dod-military-outreach-
initiative  

 

SEPTEMBER 
Suicide Awareness Month 


