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What’s in a Name:  
The History of Brooks Field 

By: William Betson 
Commander’s Planning Group Chief 

 
Brooks Field is at the heart of Ft. Knox.  The most important ceremonies on 
the installation take place on this historic field.  Most people living, working, 
or visiting Ft. Knox know about the parade field, but few know the interesting 
story of how it got its name.  Brooks Field is named after Robert H. Brooks, 
the first Soldier from the US Army’s Armored Corps killed in World War II.  
As Ft. Knox was, for most of its existence, the Home of Armor, this is not 
surprising. But Brooks’ story is. 
 
Robert H. Brooks was born on 8 October, 1915, in McFarland, Kentucky, to 
a rural African American family of tenant farmers.  After growing up in near-
by Sadieville, north of Lexington, he moved to Cincinnati to find work, and 
was inducted there into the Army in late 1940.   In those days, the US Army 
observed strict segregation, keeping white and black Soldiers in different 
units. Brooks, however, had very light skin and often “passed” as white. 
Whatever the circumstance of his induction, the Army treated Brooks as 
white and assigned him to Ft. Knox, where the Army was creating tank 
units. 
 

At Knox, Brooks was assigned to the Maintenance Section of D Company, 192d 
Tank Battalion. D Company was a National Guard unit from Harrodsburg, Ken-
tucky, that had just been federalized and called to duty as the nation responded 
to the outbreak of World War II.   With no great distance separating Harrods-
burg and Sadieville, one might assume some of Brooks’ fellow Kentuckians 
knew of his secret, but to date, no historical reference has been found attesting 
to the fact, and with the war ramping up, it did not matter.   Japanese aggres-
sion in the Pacific caused the US to reinforce its garrison in the Philippine Is-
lands.  The 192d Tank Battalion, and Private Robert Brooks, deployed there in 
August 1941 to do just that. 
 
America’s entry into World War II began with Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941.  Soon after this attack, Japanese planes bombed other US military installa-
tions in the Pacific, including Clark Field in the Philippines, where Pvt. Brooks and the rest of the Mainte-
nance Section of D Company were having lunch.  As Brooks and his buddies ran to man their machine 
guns, one of the first bombs dropped and killed Robert Brooks instantly. 

 
Upon hearing that the first member of the Armored Corps had been killed, Major Gen-
eral Jacob Devers, the Commander of Ft. Knox and the Armored Force, decided to 
name the post’s large parade field after Private Brooks.  Hearing that Brooks was from 
Kentucky, Devers directed his aide to call Brooks’ Family and see if they would be will-
ing to attend the ceremony.  The aide called the only telephone in Sadieville, which 
belonged to the Farmer’s Deposit Bank, and asked Mr. W.T. Warring if he could tell him 
anything about the Brooks Family.  Warring responded, “His parents are tenant farmers, 
ordinary black people.” The aide replied, “Did you say they were black?” “Yes,” said 
Warring, “His mother and father are very dark.” Knowing that the naming of a field in 
honor of an African American could be an issue in 1942 Kentucky, the aide went back 
to Devers.  To his everlasting credit, the general replied, “It does not matter whether or 
not Robert was black, what mattered was that he gave his life for his country!” 
 

So in 1942, an Army stained by segregation named its Armored Forces’ most important parade field after an 
African American.  With the Brooks Family present in a position of honor, Devers dedicated the field, saying, 

“In death there is no grade or rank.  And in this greatest democracy the world has ever known, neither rich-
es nor poverty, neither creed nor race, draws a line of demarcation in this hour of national crisis.” The nam-
ing of Brooks field tells a story about America.  It tells us about the contributions of African Americans and 

the important role the Army played in helping the country live up to its ideals. 

Dedication of  Brooks Field, 
23 Dec 1941 

Historical Marker       
honoring Pvt. Brooks 

Pvt Robert H. 
Brooks 
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TRIVIA ?’s:  

*Be the first to email the 
correct TRIVIA answers to 
joyce.m.hall.ctr@mail.mil to 

receive a prize.  

1. Are tutor.com 
services available 
regardless of where 
you are located?  

2. What venue hosted 
the 1st Annual Red 
Ribbon Expo?  

3. Can Cadet 
Command Soldier 
and Family 
Programs assist 
you with where to 
register your child 
for your local youth 
basketball league?   

 

 

       

 

 
 

Program Highlight: 8th BDE  
CalState Fullerton 

 

 
 
 
 
We would like to give a big High 5 to the CalState Fullerton Army ROTC!  They are doing big things 
within their program.  Recently CalState Fullerton Army ROTC hosted several events bringing together 
their Cadets, Families, university leadership, and civilian personnel.  
 
The program partnered with 1-140 Aviation Battalion (Air Assault) in what they called Aviation Day 
where the Professor of Military Science (PMS) demonstrated rappelling operations and participants 
were able to fly in two UH-60s.  This event also gave the Cadets an opportunity to speak to Army Avia-
tors and Crew Chiefs on Aviation branch opportunities.  
 
CalState Fullerton Army ROTC has taken the lead by setting up its official Family Readiness Group 
(FRG).  They held FRG position voting during their very first meeting as well as provided an infor-
mation brief to Family members, and discussed position duties and FRG program objectives.   Watch 
out for good things to come from this up and coming Titan FRG.  
 
To promote Cadet physical fitness, the Titan Battalion conducted a 5k run and 10k Ruck-A-Thon.  This 
event also assisted as a fundraiser for the CalState Fullerton Titan Battalion fundraiser to the Cadet 
Student Organization to support future Cadet operations.  
 
If you would like your program to be highlighted in the next edition of the Cadet Command Soldier and 

Family Programs Newsletter, submit your Storyboard to the editor by the end of February 2018.  We 
look forward to highlighting the amazing work you are doing within your programs.  

 

 

 

 
Did you know that Cadet 

Command Soldier and Family 

Programs (SFP) can assist 

you with resources for your 

children, youth, and teens no 

matter your location?  We 

have networks established to 

assist with anything from 

registering your child in the 

local youth soccer league to 

college tour information.   Be 

on the lookout for upcoming  

summer camp and after 

school program information. 

To find out more, contact 

anyone from the SFP team 

via the contact information 

on the last page of this news-

letter.  

Rappelling Operations 

Ruck-A-Thon 

1st FRG Meeting 

Aviation Day 



What is 
Tutor.com? 

tutor.com/military 
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The Education 

Hub 

Who could have guessed; February is Financial Aid Awareness Month?  It falls right 
after the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) opens for completion, and 
before the end of tax season.  Fastweb has a vast composite of resources to help 
you better understand your financial aid options and how to find and apply to them.  
These resources range from “The Beginner’s Guide to Financial Aid” for information 
on “How do I become Independent on the FAFSA if I am under age 24?”.  To access 
the Fastweb site, visit www.fastweb.com.    
 
In addition to financial aid options and the FAFSA, you should be aware of the Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and American College Testing (ACT) testing dates.  Most 
of these tests require you to register in advance and can require a fee. Check with 
your child’s High School counselor for more information. You may also be eligible for 
vouchers for a free test based on household income.   
 
Military connected children may also take advantage of the eKnowledge program 
which provides free ACT/SAT prep courses.  These programs are donated and the 
only cost to the family is the shipping/processing fee of $19.99 for one program or 
$24.99 for both programs.  To learn more about this offer please visit http://
www.eknowledge.com/affiliate_welcome.asp?coupon=3A8E9CEFCE 
To connect with additional resources, check out the Educational Resource Bag on 

the last page of this Newsletter or contact someone from Cadet Command Soldier 
and Family Programs for further assistance.  

Read Across America Poem 
http://www.nea.org/grants/read-across-america-poem.html 

 
You're never too old, too wacky, too wild, 
To pick up a book and read with a child. 
You're never too busy, too cool, or too hot, 
To pick up a book and share what you've got. 
 
In schools and communities, 
Let's gather around, 
Let's pick up a book, 
Let's pass it around. 
 
There are kids all around you, 
Kids who will need 
Someone to hug, 
Someone to read. 
 
Come join us March 2nd 
Your own special way 
And make this America's 
Read to Kids Day. 
 
©Anita Merina 
 
 

For more information about the  “Read Across America” Initiative, please visit: 

http://www.nea.org/grants/886.htm/ 

The Department of Defense and Coast 
Guard Mutual Assistance provide online tu-
toring and homework help from Tutor.com at 
no cost to service members and grades K-12 
students in Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard families. Coast 
Guard reservists who are part-time/traditional 
drilling, their spouses and children are also 
eligible to use the program. Tutor.com for 
U.S. Military Families allows students to con-
nect to a live tutor online at any time for one-
to-one help with homework, studying, test 
prep, proofreading and more. Eligible stu-
dents can create an account and log in at 
www.tutor.com/military. 
 
* 24/7 on-demand help  
* Expert, background-checked tutors 
* 40+ subjects, all skill levels  
* Connect from any internet-enabled device 
* Anonymous tutoring sessions in private         
 online classroom 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                    

*information provided by tutor.com public 

relations 

 

 

 
Being involved in your 

community and participa-

tion in extracurricular 

interests are a big plus 

when applying to colleges 

and scholarships.  

  
Cadet Command has a great opportunity al-

lowing teens to build leadership skills while 

participating in a military community organiza-

tion.   Consider applying to take part with the 

Cadet Command Teen Council.  Contact Ca-

det Command Soldier and Family Programs for 

more information and an application.  

http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.eknowledge.com/affiliate_welcome.asp?coupon=3A8E9CEFCE
http://www.eknowledge.com/affiliate_welcome.asp?coupon=3A8E9CEFCE
http://www.tutor.com/military
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October 25, 2017 marked the 1st 
Annual Red Ribbon Expo.  The 
event which brings light to the 
National Red Ribbon Week initia-
tive was a collaborative effort be-
tween many local commands on 
Fort Knox to include Cadet Com-
mand.  Ms. Jennifer Banks, Drug 
Testing Coordinator, and addition-
al Soldier and Family Programs 
staff represented Cadet Com-
mand efforts during this event 
hosted at the Saber and Quill.   

 
The Expo was filled with interactive displays, a variety of health and 
risk reduction information, support services and programs, and key-
note speaker Mrs. Angela Camp from Bradford Health Services in 
Alabama.  Mrs. Camp provided her powerful “United States of 
NUMB” presentation which furnished insightful information on the 
drug epidemic affecting our 
youth.  
 

This was a public event and 

the coordinators hope to see a 
growth in attendance and sup-
port for next year.  Make sure 

to mark your 2018 calendar to 
attend a  local Red Ribbon 
event and take along your 

Family and Friends.  

1st Annual Red Ribbon Expo 
By: Joyce Hall 

Newsletter Editor 

In a “What's Ahead” interview with Mrs. Denise Hudson, Cadet 
Command Sexual Harassment/Assault Response Prevention  
(SHARP) Program Manager, we learn the 5 W’s of the upcom-
ing Cadet Command PIF.  
 
What: What does PIF stand for? 
         * PIF stands for Program Implementation                                  
Forum (PIF).  

 
When: When does the PIF occur? 
         *The PIF takes place from the 27th of February through 
the 1st of March 2018. 

 
Where: Where does the PIF take place? 
         *The PIF will be held at Palma Hall on Fort Knox Ken-
tucky.  

 
Who: Who attends the PIF? 
         *Cadet Command Sexual Assault Response Coordinator 
(SARCs) and Victim Advocates (VAs).  

 
Why: Why does Cadet Command have a PIF? 
         *The purpose of the PIF is to bring the Cadet Command 
SHARP team together and provide relevant  training regarding 
program requirements.    

24/7 Sexual Assault HELPLINE 1-855-472-6538 

What exactly is human trafficking? Although the legal definitions are more defined and specific, according to https://
humantraffickinghotline.org/type-trafficking/human-trafficking, “Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery in which traffickers 
use force, fraud, or coercion to control victims for the purpose of engaging in commercial sex acts or labor services against his/her 
will.  Sex trafficking has been found in a wide variety of venues within the sex industry, including residential brothels, escort services, 
fake massage businesses, strip clubs, and street prostitution.  Labor trafficking has been 
found in diverse labor settings including, domestic work, small businesses, large farms, and 
factories.”  
 
Many local and national organizations will be promoting Human Trafficking Awareness Month 
in various ways.  One of which is the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  “The Blue 
Campaign is the unified voice for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) efforts 
to combat human trafficking.  Working in collaboration with law enforcement, government, 
non-governmental and private organizations, the Blue Campaign strives to protect the basic 
right of freedom and to bring those who exploit human lives to justice.” (https://www.dhs.gov/
blue-campaign/about-blue-campaign, 2017) Awareness and Education through the use of 
partnerships, trainings, and resources are a big portion of the Blue Campaign.   
 
On a more local level you may see events such as the free “Stop Human Trafficking” event 

taking place in Elkhorn Wisconsin, the “Voices – VAST’s 2nd Annual Gala” fundraiser in 
Coopersburg Pennsylvania, or the “8th Annual Walk Against Trafficking” event in Ontario Cali-
fornia.   Whether or not you choose to participate in an event, activity, or training, please be 

informed about the resources that are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year and in over 200 languages. 

5 W’s of the 2nd Annual    
Cadet Command PIF  

By: Joyce Hall 

Newsletter Editor 

January is Human Trafficking Awareness Month 
By: Joyce Hall 

Newsletter Editor 

Expo Information Booths 

Keynote speaker presentation 

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/type-trafficking/human-trafficking
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/type-trafficking/human-trafficking
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/about-blue-campaign
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/about-blue-campaign


Additional Resources 
 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 
800-273-8255, Press 1 for Military Crisis Hotline, 
text to 838255, or go to 
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org. 
 
DoD Safe Helpline: 877-995-5247 
www.SafeHelpline.org 
 

The official Army Benefits Website: 

http://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil 
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*Disclaimer:   

Reference herein to any specific commercial products, process, or service by trade name, trademark, 

manufacturer, or otherwise, does not constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the 

United States government. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or 

reflect those of the United States government, and shall not be used for advertising or product endorsement 

purposes. The appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute endorsement by the United States 

government. 

Educational Resource Bag 

Financial Health Resource 

Financial Aid Resources:  

 

 www.Fastweb.com/  

 http://Militaryscholar.org 

 https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org 

 

Free Support  Resources:  

 

 https://www.khanacademy.org 

 https://eknowledge.com 

 https://tutor.com 

 www.march2success 

 
  

 Brigade Soldier & Family POCs 
1st BDE:  502-624-1448 
2nd BDE:  609-562-5164 

                  3rd BDE:   847-668-3328  (ext. 110) 
4th BDE:  910-396-9620 
5th BDE:  210-295-0861 
6th BDE:  912-315-4613 
7th BDE:  502-624-2473 
8th BDE:  253-926-1581 

 
CCHQs:   Division Chief          502-624-5297 
CCHQs:   Deputy, SHARP Program Manager  502-624-6200 
CCHQs:   Drug Testing Coordinator       502-624-7219 
CCHQs:   SFP Support Coordinator    502-624-7226 
CCHQs:   SFP Support Coordinator      502-624-6238 
CCHQs:   SFP Support Coordinator                 502-624-6239 

Where to find financial counseling services 

You can receive financial counseling either through the installation 
Personal Financial Management Program, the Military and Family 
Life Counseling Program or through Military OneSource. 

Installation Personal Financial Management Programs -             
Although they vary by service branch, installation Personal Finan-
cial Management Programs include classes, seminars, one-on-one 
counseling and additional information to educate service members 
and their Families about consumer rights and help them achieve 
financial stability.  

Military OneSource – Military OneSource provides confidential,   
short-term counseling to address financial issues such as basic 

budgeting, money management and debt. You can schedule an in-
person, online or telephonic counseling session by calling 800-342-
9647  

 
Installation Personal Financial Managers  

 

1st   BDE:  Fort Knox (502) 624-5883 
2nd  BDE:  Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (609) 754-3154 
3

rd
  BDE:  Great Lakes Naval Training Center (847) 688-3603 

4th  BDE:  Fort Bragg (910) 396-2507 
5th  BDE:  Joint Base San Antonio (210) 221-0427  
6th  BDE:  Hunter Army Airfield (912) 315-6816 
7th  BDE:  Fort Knox (502) 624-5883 
8th  BDE:  Joint Base Lewis McChord (253) 967-1453  

http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
https://www.SafeHelpline.org
http://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/

